AUDITION INFORMATION
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee
DATES & TIMES:
Tuesday, September 6th @ 7-10 pm (Open Auditions – all are welcome)
Wednesday, September 7th @ 7-10 pm (Open Auditions – all are welcome)
Thursday, September 8th @ 7-10 pm (Callbacks – by invitation only)
*Please note: if you are not asked to attend the callbacks, it does NOT mean that you are not
being considered for the show.
LOCATION:
Persephone Theatre: Rehearsal Hall A
100 Spadina Crescent E, Saskatoon
PRODUCTION INFORMATION
Saskatoon Summer Players presents:
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee
The Broadway Theatre November 9th to 13th
Director: Rob Armstrong
Executive Director/Fall Show Producer: Kenn McLeod
AUDITION INFORMATION:
All performers auditioning will be asked to sing their best 32 bar cut. This selection should
showcase you at your best. Please bring sheet music and/or a backing track. An accompanist
will be provided. Also select and prepare one of the following 4 monologues.
CHARACTER BREAKDOWN & AUDITION MATERIAL:
Chip Tolentino (also plays Jesus Christ)
An athletic, social, boy scout, and champion of the 24th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee,
he returns to defend his title, but he finds puberty hitting at an inopportune moment. Vocal
Range: C3-B4.
Logainne Schwartzandgrubeniere (Schwartzy)
Logainne is the youngest and most politically aware speller, often making comments about
current political figures. She is driven by internal and external pressure, but above all by a
desire to win to make her two fathers proud. She is somewhat of a neat freak, speaks with a
lisp, and will be back next year. Vocal Range: A3-F5.
Leaf Coneybear (also plays Carl Dad)
The second runner-up in his district, Leaf gets into the competition on a lark and finds
everything about the bee incredibly amusing. He is home-schooled and comes from a large

family of former hippies. He has severe Attention Deficit Disorder and spells words correctly
while in a trance.Vocal Range: A2-A4.
William Barfee
A Putnam County Spelling Bee finalist last year, he was eliminated because of an allergic
reaction to peanuts and is back for vindication. His famous "Magic Foot" method of spelling has
boosted him to spelling glory, even though he only has one working nostril and a touchy, bullying
personality. He develops a crush on Olive. Vocal Range: E2-B4.
Marcy Park
The ultimate overachiever, Marcy has never been given another option. She comes from a
family where excellence is expected and so simply produced. She sees herself as a mass of
problems but she keeps them to herself. Having moved often because of her parents' work, she
knows she can beat the local competition. Her many talents include piano, dance, martial arts,
baton twirling, and/or whatever special gifts you might also have. Vocal Range: C4-E5.
Olive Ostrovsky
A young newcomer to competitive spelling. Her mother is in an ashram in India, and her father
is working late, as usual, but he is trying to come sometime during the bee. Having found
comfort in its words and vastness, Olive made friends with her dictionary at a very young age,
helping her to make it to the competition. She starts enormously shy, and shyly blossoms. Vocal
Range: B3-F5.
Rona Lisa Peretti (also plays Olive's Mom)
The number-one realtor in Putnam County, a former Putnam County Spelling Bee Champion
herself, and the returning moderator. She is a sweet woman who loves children, but she can be
very stern when it comes to dealing with Vice Principal Panch and his feelings for her. Her
interest in the competition is unflagging and drives it forward.Vocal Range: B3-F5
Should have both a high belt and improv skills. Along with Panch, she guides the comedy of the
show and the audience volunteers.
Douglas Panch
The Vice Principle. Frustrated with his life, he finds the drive of the young spellers alien to him.
After five years' absence from the Bee, Panch returns as judge. There was an "incident" at the
Twentieth Annual Bee, but he claims to be in "a better place" now, thanks to a high-fiber diet and
Jungian analysis. He is infatuated with Rona Lisa Peretti, but she does not return his affections.
Must have comic timing and be skilled at improvisation.Very minimal singing
Mitch Mahoney (also plays Dan Dad, Olive's Dad)
The Official Comfort Counselor. An ex-convict, Mitch is performing his community service with
the Bee, and hands out juice boxes to losing students. He has no idea how to offer comfort, but
does find himself wishing he could find a way to make the kids feel better. Baritone to A.

The Monologues
Please choose one of the following pieces and prepare it. These pieces are not from anything
so feel free to interpret them in any way you see fit.

1. You do not understand. This was my place. The only place in my entire life that
belonged only to me and no one else. I do not get it! How did you get like this? That you
would drop dead and die if there was something, anything about me that you did not
have your hands in? Why? You took this place from me. I don't have anything of my
own now. And for what? Because you decided I had to be here with someone else? Or I
was plotting some kind of prison break to get away from you? You want to know what I
do here? I play the trumpet. That is all. I play my trumpet. Alone. Alone, that means
without anyone else, no one, not just you. I love you, it is true, but I had to know I was
still my own person. Now...all I know is that I have to go…
2. Pardon me, pardon me – I couldn’t find—this is room twenty‐two, is it not? I am so
very sorry, I was lost – this man – I think it was a man –as I began to walk by him I got
this funny feeling that he wouldn’t let me pass. Not a strong feeling – not strong at all –
more like an inkling, or a tiny sensation, but it did stop me abruptly. I stood there for
what seemed like 10 whole minutes considering this feeling. Then I thought, “I’ll ignore it
because Schraedel’s are nothing but punctual” – I wake up every day before the sun
rises because I’m practicing being worthwhile. So I finally focused and rushed past – the
man, the man in the hall. And he…didn’t do a thing. ‘Isn’t that funny,’ I thought. He didn’t
move at all. I didn’t look back. For all I know, He’s still there, standing. It was all so very
strange. But, I couldn’t turn back because a Schraedel is nothing but punctual.
3. Wait, before you leave I have to tell you something. I have never been a fan of
chocolate. Actually I hate it. I know, it seems like a very unpopular opinion, but when I
was younger, all we had in the house was baking chocolate, like the 90% to 100%
cacao stuff. I tried hard to like it but it just made my mouth feel so dry. It was this
indescribable bitterness. There is just no coming back from that. Like a deep seated, or
is it deep seeded, either way a core wound. Kris, I know you love chocolate and that's
fine. What you like and what I like do not always have to be the same, but they should
at least balance each other out, right? I know you love chocolate and friendly dogs and
the music of Elton John but what do you hate? Maybe we can connect over those things
too. A mutual dislike of, I don’t know Jukebox Musicals?
4. With all that is holy! Don’t look at me like that. It makes me itch. It is the same way my
mother used to look at me. My mother cannot stand me. She says when I was born, “I
took her heart with me”. That’s not true, you can’t live without your heart. I know this
because I have watched quite a few educational shows. I know a lot of things and it
makes me proud to tell you I am the smartest kid in my year. I’m so proud to be so
smart because I used to think all I had was my looks. Now I think I have both. Only it
makes me feel foolish to know so many things because it means that I had to learn
them. So there must have been a time when I was the least smartest kid in my year. I
suppose it’s necessary to be dumb for a time, to make friends.

Rehearsals
WEEK 1
Mon Sept 12 (7-10pm)
Wed Sept 14 (7-10pm)
Sat Sept 17 (1-5pm))
WEEK 2
Mon Sept 19 (7-10pm)
Wed Sept 21 (7-10pm)
Sat Sept 24 (1-5pm)

WEEK 4
Mon Oct 3 (7-10pm)
Wed Oct 5 (7-10pm)
Sat Oct 8 (1-5pm)
WEEK 5
Mon Oct 10 (7-10pm)
Wed Oct 12 (7-10pm)
Sat Oct 15 (1-5pm)

WEEK 7
Mon Oct 24 (7-10pm)
Wed Oct 26 (7-10pm)
Sat Oct 29
WEEK 8
Mon Oct 31 (7-10pm)
Wed Nov (7-10pm)
Sat Nov 5 (1-5pm)

SHOW WEEK
Wed Nov 9 7:30pm Opening
Thurs Nov 10 7:30pm
Fri Nov 11 7:30pm
Sat Nov 12 2:00 Matinee
Sat Nov 12 7:30
Sun Nov 13 2:00 Matinee
Sun Nov 13 7:30 (Strike)

WEEK 3
Mon Sept 26 (7-10pm)
Wed Sept 28 (7-10pm)
Sat Oct 1 (1-5pm)

WEEK 6
Mon Oct 17 (7-10pm)
Wed Oct 19 (7-10pm)
Sat Oct 22(1-5pm)

WEEK 9 TECH
Sun Nov 6 – TBA Move-In/Run
Mon Nov 7 – TBA Tech Run
Tue Nov 8 – TBA Dress

If you are not available for ALL
performances you may not be
considered for casting.

*Thanksgiving Weekend: A survey will be taken to decide when best to schedule this
rehearsal so that we have family time but keep pace in this short rehearsal period.

A Message from the Executive Director, Re. Attendance
We understand that life happens, and you may not be able to attend every rehearsal, but when
you don’t attend it has an impact on all of your colleagues involved and puts unnecessary stress
on the production. Please carefully consider the time that you will need to dedicate to this
project when you are auditioning.
Cheers,
Kenn McLeod

